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= The quest for absolute power has dominated human

experience. Most of the great leaders, all the great
warriors and politicians throughout time have made
their name in the pursuit of control and power.
Charlemagne, Napoleon, Hitler, the Tudor Kings,
Genghis Khan. It is with sadness that Christian history

8 s as full of this pursuit of power as secular history.

Human experience has also produced people who
sought to influence people without exercising power
over them. Ghandi, Confucius, St. Columba, and there
are probably many others.

Have you ever met a person who was genuinely only
interested in self-control, and who sought not to
dominate or control others?

The documents that make up the books of the Bible,
and many other writings that accompany them give us
great insight into the person Jesus of Nazareth.
Leaving aside His divinity for a moment, in His
humanity He had great passion and energy and at
times got frustrated and angry, but in no way do we
ever see Him working to control people. What is
surprising is that He had the capacity to move people
around Him like chess pieces, but He refrained from
doing so. He was disinterested in human expressions
of power and control.

If we take Jesus’ example, ask this of yourself: do you
sometimes try and manipulate or control situations for
your own sake? Do you seek your advancement, or
the promotion of Christ and His Kingdom? Right now
allow the Prince of Peace to breathe His life and light
into your spirit and dismantle this need for power that
rises in you.

Our Vision
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The Interest Group

Church Governance

The Interest Group is in recession
for the time being.

Notice will be in the Link when the
group meetings resume again in
2012.

We would like to wish every one
who comes along a very happy and
safe Christmas.

Church Elders and Church Board
meet on the second Thursday of
each month. Elders at 6:30pm.
Combined supper at 7:45pm

Board meeting begins at 8:00pm

If anyone has an issue to raise in
these meetings, please inform one
of the elders or board by the
Tuesday prior so that the item can
be added to the agenda.

Advent symbol of Jesus

Christmas Day

Church calendar

‘Worship roster

Sunday 18th December 2011

Tuesday 13th December
9.30 a.m. Precept Bible Study
10.00 a.m. Know Your Bible
6.00 p.m. Healing Prayers

Wednesday 14th December
10.00 a.m. Op Shop
6.30 p.m. Bookworms—Dinner

Thursday 15th December
10.00 a.m. Walking Club
10.00 a.m. Op Shop

Friday 16th December
10.00 a.m. Op Shop
5.30 p.m. Men at Milano’s

Sunday 18th December
10.00 a.m. Morning Worship

Followed by the church
monthly luncheon.

Speaker:

Worship Leader:
Communion Leader:
Helper 1:

Helper 2/Sweeper::
Musician:
Overheads:
Emblems:

Glasses:

Danny Parkinson
David Millar
Elizabeth Angwin
Ruth Stokes
Neville Angwin
Reiko Nagao
Hisaaki Nagao
Elizabeth Angwin
Ruth Stokes

Counting Offering:David Millar

Morning Tea:

David Bodycoat
Fiona Bruns

Gardening: Danny Parkinson

Op Shop roster from Dec 14

Wednesday 14th. Arvon McFadden
Patsey Funnell
Kathy McDonald
Thursday 15th. Elizabeth Hoath
Carmel Curtain
Ida Johnson
Friday 16th. Janet McCulloch
Margaret Yeatman
Saturday 17th. CLOSED FOR THE
CHRISTRMAS/NEW
YEAR BREAK
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This is an Advent symbol of
Jesus from Rev 1:8 and

22:13: "'l am the Alpha and the
Omega [the first and the last, the
beginning and the end],' says the
Lord God, who is and who was
and who is to come, the
Almighty" (see also Isaiah 44:6).

The blue letter is the first letter
of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph,
and the purple is the last letter
of the Greek alphabet,
Omega. Not only does this
symbolize the One who has
come and will come again, it
also emphasizes the continuity
of God's work in history
throughout both the Old and
New Testaments.

Once again we will be sharing the
Christmas Day service with the
Brighton Baptist Church and Kingdom
Builders Church. This year it will be
9:30am at Brighton Baptist Church,
164 Bay St Brighton.

Christmas Bow[
collecting

The Covenant Churches Committee
are again running this worthwhile
venture and Brighton Church of
Christ is

co-ordinating with Brighton Baptist
Church to collect on Tuesday 13™
December, between 9am — 5pm. If
you can give 1 or 2 hours to this, we
would be grateful.

Christmas Carols
Tonight

Our carols service is tonight Sunday
11" December at 7:30 pm. Please
bring friends and family to this joyful
and intimate time of celebration and
worship.

Those of you who can please bring a
plate of Christmas treats for the
Supper we will have after the service.
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The blue letter is the first letter
of the Hebrew alphabet, Aleph,
and the purple is the last letter
of the Greek alphabet,

Omega. Not only does this
symbolize the One who has
come and will come again, it
also emphasizes the continuity
of God's work in history
throughout both the Old and
New Testaments.

Once again we will be sharing the
Christmas Day service with the
Brighton Baptist Church and Kingdom
Builders Church. This year it will be
9:30am at Brighton Baptist Church,
164 Bay St Brighton.

Christmas Bow([

collecting

The Covenant Churches Committee
are again running this worthwhile
venture and Brighton Church of
Christ is

co-ordinating with Brighton Baptist
Church to collect on Tuesday 13™
December, between 9am — 5pm. If
you can give 1 or 2 hours to this, we
would be grateful.

Christmas Carols
Tonight

Our carols service is tonight Sunday
11" December at 7:30 pm. Please
bring friends and family to this joyful
and intimate time of celebration and
worship.

Those of you who can please bring a
plate of Christmas treats for the
Supper we will have after the service.

Interest Group

7.30pm Second Tuesday of each
month, led by Neville Angwin. This
is a great evening of fellowship
usually including a guest speaker
or a DVD, and the food is laid on
thick and yummy.

Men at Mil ano’ s
3rd Friday of each month - 5:30pm
Milano’s Tavern, cnr. Esplanade
and South Rd Brighton - all men
welcome. This is a relaxed first
entry point into our church for men
so invite friends, family and work
colleagues

Women’' s fell owsh
Walking Club— Thursday 15th
December 2011 at 10.00 a.m.
Dendy Park Running Track.

Bookworms

Next meeting is Wednesday 22nd.
December 2011. See Linda Lewis
for more details.

Fellowship lunch

Third Sunday of each month
following our Sunday worship
service. Please bring some food to
share.

M I ngl es

A social group for single adults
who meet on the 2nd and 4th
Friday of each month. See David
Millar for more information.

Healing Prayers
Tuesday 6.00pm at the home of
David Millar

Community Prayers

6.30pm - 8.00 pm

1st Thursday of each month

in the Chapel followed by a meal
at local restaurant.

Bible Studies

Precept Bible Study

Tuesday 9:30am

at the home of Lillian Nel. This is a
deep, strong study of the
scriptures. Currently studying the
books of Philippians and
Colossians.

Know Your Bible (KYB)

Tuesday 10.00am In our fellowship
room led by Eve Flanders. This is
a real study of the scriptures and
also provides great fellowship.




